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Glossary of knots  and Tapering Lace 

 

This tutorial has come about due to my own often confusion about the differences between certain 

knots and specific meanings of their parts. Most of what I learnt is from others who in some cases 

have done some extensive work on rope or leather knots and gone into complex explanations 

about their construction.  

One such man is Sidney wood whose website is loaded with extra information if needed  such as 

codes used in the formation of knots ; he also helped a great deal in p reparing  and supplying 

photoõs for this PDF - http://www.taylortel.net/~stwood/index.html . Other then Sidney there is 

Ron Edwards  who helped me a gr eat deal and still does via his books , whose publishers gave me 

kind permission to use his material  and of course Bruce grant and Clifford Ashley  whose books 

got me started on this skill in the first place.  

*Other then the link to Sidneyõs website, the others lead to Amazon book store* 

My main aim is to lay this tutorial out like a glossary of terms most commonly used, concentrating 

on the basic construction of different knots, these including; Bights , nested bights , Parts, 

foundation  and interweave  knot, Turks -head, Pineappl e knot , Perfect pineapple knot , Gaucho 

knot  and Herringbone . Finishing off with a short piece about tapering leather/rawhide lac e with 

the Tandy lace cutter. Lastly Resources and an Appendix with instruction for the 3 pass gaucho 

and Grants perfect pineapple . 

The definitions here are not com plete by any means, it would take a book to cover everything and 

Sidneyõs site goes a long way in that direction, also the books listed plus membership of and past 

journals of the Australian Whipmakers and plaiters a ssociation  has hordes of information on all 

knots.  

 

Photo 1 ς A triple colour gaucho knot built in the casa Turks-head style displaying the locked passes typical 

of gaucho knots. Instruction for this knot here on Sidney Woods site at the bottom of the page. 

http://www.taylortel.net/~stwood/index.html
http://www.ramsskullpress.com/
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Encyclopedia-Rawhide-Leather-Braiding-Bruce/dp/0870331612
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Book-Knots-Clifford-W-Ashley/dp/057109659X/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1243418268&sr=1-1
http://www.apwa.org.au/
http://www.taylortel.net/~stwood/gaocho-weave.html
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Photo 2 ς An 11 part, 6 bight Turks-head knot displaying in orange the bights and in blue the parts. This knot 

could be used on its own or treated as a foundation for a pineapple or gaucho knot. 

 

Bights ð bights are points where the lace bends by 90 degrees and changes direction  at the top and 

bottom of knots , indicated by the orange arrows in the photo 2. Bights also determine  a knots 

width .  

Parts ð This is the number of laces which go around the knot as indicated in blue in photo 2. They 

dictate the length of a knot.  

Passes ð Passes are mostly associated with gaucho 

knots tied with one lace and refer to the number of 

times each lace goes under and over one another. The 

photo opposite displays two gaucho knots, the left one 

has four passes where as the right one has 3. Locked 

Passes displayed in photo 1, are again more prevalent 

with gaucho knots where at the bights there is over 1 

under 1 causing the edges to be tight and flat.  

Foundation Knot ð This knot is normally a Turks -

head or quick start knot  and is the starting point for a 

two string pineapple, herringbone or Gaucho knot.  See 

photo 2. 

Interweave knot  ð This knot is again normally  another 

Turks -head  of identical or different number of parts 

and bights  from the foundation  woven into the 

foundation to create different patterns.   
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Photo 3 ς A 7 part, 6 bight perfect pineapple knot displaying positioning of nested bights 

 

Nested bights ð These bights occur in mostly pineapple  and some casa interweaves where the 

bights of the  interweave are under the foundation knot , as shown in photo 3.  They are hidden on 

the finished knot and raise the middle . 

Turks head ð These are the bases of most knots of a basic under 1 over 1 sequence. Their 

construction  is dictated by the rule that the parts and bights of a Turks -head cannot have a 

common divisor. Meaning that a 3 part Turks -head cannot have 3 bights or  any such number 

which is a multiple of 3. In other words;  

Bights  

Numbers  Odd  Even 

Parts Odd  X ã 

Even ã X 

Table 1 ς displays possibilities of parts to bights for Turks-head knots 

 

 

 

Quick start knots  ð There are exceptions to this rule , 

some being this quick start knot  (shown opposite)  where 

the lace is threaded over every other bight . In these cases 

both odd and even numbers of  parts and bight can occur , 

the example opposite being 6 part 8 bight . 
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Photo 4 ς Three stages of a pineapple knot being formed from a foundation and interweave using the 

nested bight method. 

 

Pineapple ð These knots are created by interweaving two Turks -heads together which have the 

same number of bights but different numbered parts , as noticeable in photo 4. Notice how the 

interweave is braided into the foundation; going up itõs under and overs correspond to those of the 

foundation on its left, while coming down it corresponds to those on it right.  

Perfect pineapple ð These knots are made from one lace without a foundation knot, see photo 3.  

And instruction for it in the appendix.  

 

 

Photo 5 ς Two stages of a gaucho being formed from a foundation and interweave knot. 

 

Gaucho ð These knots can be braided with more than one string as shown in photo 5  or with just 

one. When done with more than one string the two interweaves of Turks -heads are of equal 

numbered parts  and bights.  Notice how the interweave is braided into the foundation; going up 

and down itõs under and overs correspond to those of the foundation on its left.  

Notice the difference in the pattern produced; whereas the V run around the knot for pineapples 

and herringbone knots, they run from top to bottom on a gaucho.  Also notice all the bights have 

the same under and overs forming the locked passes.  
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Photo 6 ς Three stages of a herringbone being formed from a foundation and interweave knot. 

 

Herringbone ð These knots  are formed  from two Turks -head knots of equal numbered parts and 

bights, they differ from the gaucho and pineapple by how the interweave and foundation knots 

correspond; going up the interweaves under and overs correspond to the under and overs of the 

foundation knot to its right, while coming down they correspond to th ose on its left. Notice also 

the pattern created by the bights and the alternative under and overs, this makes these knots  and 

pineapple knots  particularly useful for the ends of something like a whip or knife handle, because 

they tend to close up when tig htened. 

 

 

Tapering leather or rawhide lace  

 

Photo 7 - If you need to taper lace this is quite simply done with a Tandy lace cutter. The photo 

above shows two lace cutter but you can use one; you may just have to adjust the blade. I  use this 


