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Messing around with Tandy and Barry king tools ς X507, X503, X511, X688 and small 

braider ς plus dyeing of lace and leather. Edge burnishing, lacing holes and edge braid. 

*Links above will navigate you to that item*  

As always, I learnt various methods from other people and develop my own of sorts over 

time ς they may not be the best but hopefully these tutorials will help some learners  

 

Photo 1 - finished article ς using different stamp patterns, edge braid and colouring to decorate a quiver  

 

http://www.mtn-m.co.uk/
http://blog.mtn-m.co.uk/
http://www.barrykingtools.com/
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Tools 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo 4 ς placement of tools shown on cut and bevelled leather quiver pattern ς thin black lines are position of tooling 
guide line (non needed for X503) ς marking and cutting of braid holes along edge are shown at the end. Both of E294 are 

used around edge of stamping. 

 

 

Photo 3 - Soft rubber hammer with replaceable heads used for 
stamping work. 

Photo 2 - illustration of tooling stamps used 

http://www.mtn-m.co.uk/
http://blog.mtn-m.co.uk/
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X503 

 

Photo 5 ς being a geometric tool, no guide line is needed and there are a variety of ways to place them to make different 
patterns ς after some experimentation I came up with the above which is a repeating pattern based on six stamps 
making a circle creating a five sided concave shape within them ς I am not the best when it come to spending time 

setting out guide lines and for this pattern I stamped one impression then gently marked the places for the next five, 
then stamped them once the desired shape match up.  

 

Photo 6 ς Different patterns require matching up at different parts of stamp ς with this one you can see above how I 
matched each proceeding stamp to one another. 

http://www.mtn-m.co.uk/
http://blog.mtn-m.co.uk/
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Photo 7 ς above shows some of the pattern finished ς if you look carefully ȅƻǳΩǊŜ probably see a multitude of places 
where I messed up but the overall appearance is still looking good. 

 

X511 

 

 

Photo 8 ς Arrow pattern ς Again this tool can be used to make numerous patterns, but the guide lines to starting are 

similar. The object of gently marking the first course as seen above is to ensure they all lay correct to one another ς 
basically the first mark is taken from the central guide line, the next impression (whether placed below or above the first 
ς your preference) is also laid on the centre line with the tail end of it overlapping the tail end of the first impression, as 
shown by the circle  - from there on you should have two positions i.e. the centre line and a tail end ς to help position 

the next impression. 

http://www.mtn-m.co.uk/
http://blog.mtn-m.co.uk/
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Photos 9 and 9a ς after you have stamped the first line, 
then you make marks for laying the opposite line of stamps which run in a mirror image opposite to the first using again 
the centre line and the tail ends as reference points and also the end points of the opposite stamp.  

 

 

 

 

Photo 10  - Above just shows the actual stamping paying care that all reference points match up as good as possible. 

http://www.mtn-m.co.uk/
http://blog.mtn-m.co.uk/
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Photo 11 and 11a ς show the start of changing the stamp pattern from an arrow to just straight runs. As seen in 

photo 11 the first impassion is made at one end by matching up with the outer tail end. From there after stamping that 
initial stamp it is just a case of matching up the two tail ends as shown in 11a 

 

 

                                   Photo 12 ς This shows the continuation of matching up tail ends and placing guides 

http://www.mtn-m.co.uk/
http://blog.mtn-m.co.uk/


7 | P a g e    w w w . m t n - m . c o . u k   h t t p : / / b l o g . m t n - m . c o . u k /   

 

 

Photo 13 ς This photo show the completed pattern produced with two central arrow pattern. The choice of whether you 
want the arrow or straight line patterns will dictate where you place the guide stamps and once you start and look at 

the developing patterns, these or the best start position for you will become apparent. I am left handed so where I find 
it best to start may not be the same for all you righties ς Make sure you keep looking at the whole pattern as it develops 

as the slight miss-placement of stamps can cause straight lines to curve, as can be seen below left in the photo above. 
Because this pattern involved overlapping the tail ends of the stamp, these slight curves can be accommodated slightly 

but do make any finished article a bit off - I did it deliberately of course just as an example!!!! 

You will notice that I used Tandy tool F872 in the centre arrows, this was to aid hiding the guide line. 

 

X688 

 

Photo 14 and 14a ς This is not one of the easiest tools to make patterns but the effect is OK. As with the last tool an 
initial central line is used to do a first line of impressions lining the line up with the V of the stamp ς again lay guide 
marks first then go over doing the proper stamps. 14 shows the matching point between stamps. 

 

http://www.mtn-m.co.uk/
http://blog.mtn-m.co.uk/
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Photo 15 ς this photo show a section of the tooling finished ς upon stamping the rest of the area, there was a severe 
curve that developed as misplacing of the stamp is easy here having only one very slight matching position that can be 

used to match up adjoining stamps. You can also see how the tools E294 are used along the edge of each stamped 
pattern. 

 

X507 

 

Photo 16 and 16a ς X507 is probably one of the better known basket weave tools. As normal an initial guide line is 
placed and then the tool is stamped using alternative sides to produce the basket weave effect. As can be seen from my 
efforts, it is remarkably easy to place each stamp slightly wrong.  

Although for once I did not do the worse mistake and that is to fail to turn the tool or otherwise stamp the same two 
directions of the tool in a line, unfortunately this does show up really easily. The only way to try and change it is re-
stamp one of the two again the right way but really hard then use the modelling tool to try and smooth the wrong lines 
out. It is also quite easy to start the curve effect of the lines; the only way to prevent this is to continually lay more guide 
lines as shown in 16a. 

 

 

http://www.mtn-m.co.uk/
http://blog.mtn-m.co.uk/
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Photo 17 and 17a show the completed stamps ς you will notice the use of Barry kings tool on the borders of each stamp 
ς plus you may notice the curves (intentional oneΩs of course) from some of the stamping patterns and how each tool 

pattern matches up even whilst tooled around objects, as seen with the basket weave tool in 17 and the geodesic tool in 
17a. 

 

http://www.mtn-m.co.uk/
http://blog.mtn-m.co.uk/
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Lace and leather prep, dyeing and braid 

 

Tools 

 

Photo 18 ς here is my half round knife which I use for skiving, plus an old chisel grinded down to use to cut slits for 6mm 
lace and lastly the 5 to an inch overstitcher marker. 

 

Photo 19 ς Here is a small clamp I bought from weaver which I find great for prepping lace, a pair of pliers to aid pulling 
slippery lace, a cheap craft knife with disposable snap off blades ς sharp enough for the job and no time wasting 

sharpening. Lastly the Osborne scratch awl. 

 

http://www.mtn-m.co.uk/
http://blog.mtn-m.co.uk/
http://www.csosborne.com/no4.htm
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Leather prep ς making lacing holes 

 

Photo 20 ς First used a divider to mark a thin line down the edge of the leather, and then ran the 5 to 1 inch overstitcher 
along that line. Starting with the top first sewing indent lay the hole cutter as shown ς width of this cutter means that it 
is perfectly spaced between the sewing hole indents. Use a soft hammer to hammer chisel into leather and ensure you 

have a spare piece of leather underneath to protect cutter edge. Most important each sides hole should match up for 

braiding, ensure this by starting the holes an equal distance from the top of the leather. 

 

Photo 21 ς Around the bottom of the quiver, the lace needs to be braided so that it is hidden and not liable to be 
nicked/broken by arrow heads, skiving the underside edge slightly after making the holes ensures they are. 

http://www.mtn-m.co.uk/
http://blog.mtn-m.co.uk/
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Photo 22 ς after the holes have been made and dyeing, use the scratch awl to open up the underside of the holes to aid 

braiding ς do this very delicately, you only need to push it into the holes gently ς too hard and you could break the 

leather on thinner wetter leather. 

 

Edge burnishing 

http://www.mtn-m.co.uk/
http://blog.mtn-m.co.uk/
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Photo 23 ς once the edges are edged this is how they start out, rough and ragged. 

 

Photo 24 ς there are many ways to edge leather with all sort of dyes, solutions ς After countless disasters I tend no to 
just use water and canvas. For this method just wet the edge slightly then rub with the canvas (black canvas shown 

here) 

 

http://www.mtn-m.co.uk/
http://blog.mtn-m.co.uk/

